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CONVERSATIONS
FROM THE RECTOR
Celebrating Christmas
differently…
For many of us, celebrating
Christmas means looking
forward to midnight mass,
carol singing, traditional
family gatherings, exchanging
of gifts, family holidays, and
doing many more exciting
things that gives us joy. This
year, we do know,
celebrating Christmas will be
different for all of us because
of the Coronavirus pandemic.
In South Africa, just as we
thought that we had the
pandemic under control, the
fear of a second wave is
beginning to determine how

we will celebrate this
year.
We also
thought that the odds
would be in our
favour, given the
summer
season,
during this time, as
opposed to the cold and
wet winter months.
As we have all heard, a
national state of disaster
was extended till January
15th, and with the
increased daily numbers of
contraction of the virus in
certain parts of our
country, no one is certain
where we are all heading.
The habitual wearing of the
face mask, one and a half
meters of social distancing,
and the regular washing of
hands seems to be the only
deterrent against the
coronavirus for now.
Looking back to the month
of March, at the beginning
of the hard lockdown,

JEREMIAH 29: 11
For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares
the LORD,
“plans to
prosper you and not to
harm
you,
plans to give you hope

there is now a collective
sense that it was the right
thing to do. This proactive
South African approach to
the coronavirus also
brought with it many social
a n d
e c o n o m i c
consequences. Many jobs
have been lost, and many
have had to find new and
alternative means of
making a living.
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CELEBRATING DIFFERENTLY ….
…

Celebrating the Christmas season

will indeed be a completely different
way of celebrating for us all. It will be a
different experience! Some will feel that
all their personal ideas and plans they

love to the unloved. This God is the
one who has become for us, the
Emmanuel. This is the God in whom
we all trust and who we are all
celebrating this Christmas season. The

had for this time of the year have been
derailed by a ―flippen‖ virus. Others
will come up with creative ways and
means making this time of the year
meaningful. Then, there will be others,
who will simply take a wait and see
approach to this season.
During this uncertain time, we have to
remind ourselves that the story of the
Christmas season cannot be curtailed by
the Coronavirus.

The story of this

season is one of Faith, Hope and Love.
It is a story of a God who has reached
out to all of creation, and continues to
do so. A God who has reached out in
Jesus, in an insignificant place called
Bethlehem, to restore faith, give hope
to the hopeless, and extend the gift of

story of Christmas will never lose its
power, no matter the circumstances in
which we find ourselves.
In celebrating this season differently …,
we will do so, but the great story of
salvation will continue to proclaim that,

The times for the Advent and Christmas
services in our parish are available in
pew leaflets and posters in the church
and chapels. Proper and careful planning
is of utmost importance so that the
worship space is safe for all who attend
services during this time. Since the
opening of the church‘s doors in
September for in-person worship, we
have been able to organise ourselves
well, strictly adhering to the Covid 19
protocols and promise to continue doing
so. As we prepare for the amazing, Godgiven seasons on our liturgical calendar,
the Seasons of Advent, Christmas and
Epiphany, and despite celebrating it
differently this year, we remain faithful
to God and the story these seasons hold
before us. God is our Emmanuel!
May these seasons restore within us,
LOVE, HOPE and PEACE, in and through
everything we will be doing.

A JOYFUL CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY

NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL.

FR SELWYN

―God is with us!‖

FROM THE WARDENS
As I write this, I can‘t believe that we are at the end of November of the year, 2020, which will be forever
etched in our memories. These last few months have seen a slow return to church by some parishioners; on
average attendance has been about 30 persons per Sunday, about 6 on a Wednesday and 4 on a Thursday
evening. Although the numbers are low the preparation still needs to be rigorous, as the church needs to be
sanitised after each service. This has involved much planning and effort, together with the screening of the
congregations before services. We would like to sincerely thank all those who are assisting in these tasks.
Financially, we still have a healthy bank balance, and we are so very thankful to the faithful parishioners who
give so generously to the parish to keep us afloat. People may not be coming to church but the pledges and
donations are still being made. At some stage early on in lockdown, I was worried that we would not be able
to operate financially as there has been no hall hiring and no fund raising, but God works in mysterious ways
and we are so blessed.
I am looking forward to Christmas, which sadly will be very different this year, but it will still be a day that we
can celebrate. Wishing you and your families many blessings, stay safe and follow the Covid protocols.
Hopefully 2021 will see more of you being able to return to church.
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Andree - for the wardens

CHRISTMASTIDE & EPIPHANY
WE END OUR EXPLORATION OF
THE LITURGICAL SEASONS,
LOOKING AT CHRISTMAS TIDE &
EPIPHANY.

A History - CHRISTMASTIDE
The Christmas season immediately
follows Advent.
The traditional Twelve Days of
Christmas begin with Christmas
Eve on the evening of December
24 and continue until the feast
of Epiphany. The actual Christmas
season continues until the Feast of the
Baptism of Christ, which in the
present form of the Roman Rite is
celebrated on the Sunday after
January 6, or the following Monday
if that Sunday is Epiphany.
Traditionally, the end of
Christmastide was February 2, or
the Feast of the Presentation of the
Lord, also known as Candlemas.
This feast recounts the 40 days of rest
Mary took before being purified and
presenting her first-born son to the
Temple in Jerusalem.
In medieval times, Candlemas eve

(Feb. 1st) marked the day when all
Christmas decorations, including
the Christmas tree and the Nativity
scene, were taken down. However,
the tradition of ending Christmastide
on Candlemas has slowly waned,
except in some pockets of the
Hispanic world where Candlemas (or
La Fiesta de la Candelaria) is still an
important feast and the unofficial end
of the Christmas season.
The Liturgical colour used during
this time, is white.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Liturgical_year

EPIPHANY
The Epiphany season is seen as in
some sense a continuation of
the Christmas season, and together
they last forty days. The three
main events focused on during the
Epiphany season are the visit of
the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, and
Jesus' miracle at the marriage at
Cana. The visit of the Magi is
traditionally interpreted as
symbolic of God's revelation of
himself to the Gentiles, and so one
of the themes of the season is
mission.
Epiphany is celebrated by both the
Eastern and Western Churches, but
a major difference between them is
precisely which events the feast
commemorates. For Western
Christians, the feast primarily
commemorates the coming of the
Magi, with only a minor reference
to the baptism of Jesus, and the
miracle at the Wedding at Cana.
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Arise, shine; for your

light
has
come,
and the glory of the
Lord has risen upon
y
o
u
.

For

darkness shall
cover the earth,
and thick darkness the
p e o p l e s ;
but the Lord will arise
u p o n
y o u ,
and his glory will
appear over you.

Nations

shall come
to
your
light,
and kings to the
brightness of your
dawn.

Isaiah 60:1
60:1––3

Eastern churches celebrate the
Baptism of Christ in the
Jordan. In both traditions, the
essence of the feast is the same:
the manifestation of Christ to
the world (whether as an
infant or in the Jordan), and
the Mystery of the Incarnation.
The miracle at the Wedding at
Cana is also celebrated during
Epiphany as a first
manifestation of Christ's public
life.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Epiphany_season

IN PERSPECTIVE ….
IN

THIS

whole

YEAR,

PAST

world

has

the
been

altered and has suffered
through

the

pandemic.

Everything we thought we
knew well and were in
control of, has fallen away,
We have been left, in
many instances, with fear,
uncertainty,

anger,

and

chaos. Our lives have been
disrupted
prob lems

and
may

our
seem

insurmountable.
And yet, at the same time,
there is the opportunity
and potential for change,
growth and development
in ways we have never
considered. A new start.
We should never forget the
lessons of the Christmas
Story which played out in a
very similar way.
This is highlighted in a
wonderful

way

by

Dr

Ralph F. Wilson.
www.joyfulheart.com

LORD OF THE
MESSY MANGER
by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

If you think your life is an utter
disaster, that God could never use a
life as messed up as yours, think again.
Your life may appear well-ordered on
the surface, but underneath there may
be disarray. Brokenness, pain, shame.
Things you seem utterly incapable of
fixing.
The good news, my friend, is that God
is bigger than your messy life. He is
not impotent. He is not confined by
your boundaries. He is God! And he is
unafraid of working in messy
situations. In fact, he gets a kick out of
surprising us with his amazing grace.

fragrant. Life was a mess -- but
God was in it.
God sees Mary with her tiny
infant and sends a host of angels to
announce the birth.

"Behold, I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. And this will
be a sign for you: you will find a

What are your points of pain? What is
the mess that you are struggling with?
Maybe, just maybe, God is able to
take your mess, and out of it bring
blessing.

"And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according
to his purpose." (Romans 8:28)
How bad can it get? A girl gets
pregnant. Her parents are utterly
shamed. Her fiancé -- not the father
-- is ready to dump her. And then
he is told,

"Do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, for that which is conceived in
her is from the Holy
Spirit." (Matthew 1: 20)
How bad can it get? The girl is in
labor, far from home with only a
cave-barn where she can lie down
and have her baby. The only place
to put her newborn is a manger. A
cattle trough. We imagine it with
fresh, fragrant straw plucked from a
bale of hay. But I doubt that the
cave was stocked with neat bales
stacked against the wall. The straw
that night was neither fresh nor
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baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger." (Luke 2: 10
- 12)
The messy manger is itself a sign
from God. Is your life a mess? Then
let this be a sign to you.
Your very good news is that the
God of the messy manger, the
resurrected Christ of the cruel cross,
and the Holy Spirit, in whom you
live and move and have your
being, are able to break through
in your life, begin to clean
up your mess, bless you too. And
that -- like the messy manger -- will
be a wonder all its own.
http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/
messy-manger.htm

The 12 DAYS of CHRISTMAS
Why were these 12 days important? These dozen days were tied to more than just the teaching of
the Catholic Church. A host of other denominations also celebrated the 12 days of Christmas. Some
denominations celebrated Christmas in January and began to count the 12 days then. But whenever
they began, the counting of the days became an important facet of each holiday season. Even in the
Dark Ages, in some Eastern European churches, the 12 days of Christmas meant attending daily
church services. For Christians who lived during this extremely difficult age, the 12 days were a time
of rededication and renewal. It was also a period when small, simple, and usually symbolic gifts of
faith were given to children. Thus, in both coded poems and public worship, the twelve days were
considered a holy period.
https://www.christianity.com/

A LIGHTER LOOK at the 12 Days has to
include the well-known Christmas song
‗The Twelve Days of Christmas‘.

HAVEN‘T WE ALL ALL ALWAYS WONDERED

This is a cumulative song that runs
through the twelve days that make up the
C h ri s t m a s
season
–
b e g in n i n g
on Christmas Day and ending on 6
January, the day before Epiphany.

NOT EVERYONE AGREES THAT THIS SONG

Each day represents a new gift, starting
with ‗a partridge in a pear tree‘ and
ending with ‗twelve drummers

WHAT THE LYRICS OF THIS WELL-LOVED

CHRISTMAS SONG MEANS?
CARRIES CODED REFERENCES TO CHRISTIANITY,
HOWEVER, IT MAKES FOR INTERESTING
READING.

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
- GIFTS AND MEANINGS

drumming‘.

The earliest known version of the song
appeared in the 1700s, and some
historians actually believe the traditional
English tune has French origins.
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music

1ST DAY OF CHRISTMAS - A Partridge in a
Pear Tree represents Jesus, the Son of
God, whose birthday we celebrate on
the first day of Christmas. Christ is
symbolically presented as a mother
partridge, the only bird that will die to
protect its young.
2ND DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Two Turtledoves
represent the Old and New Testaments
and the complete story of Judeo
Judeo-Christian faith and God‘s plan for the
world.
3RD DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Three French
Hens represent faith, hope, and love.
This gift hearkens back to 1 Corinthians
13 written by the Apostle Paul.
4TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Four Calling
Birds are the four Gospels — Matthew,
Mark,
Luke,
and
John.
5TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Five Gold Rings
which represent the first five books of
the Old Testament
6TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Six Geese aa-Laying can be traced back to the first
story found in the Bible. Each egg is a
day in creation, a time when the world
was formed by God.
7TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Seven Swans aSwimming are the seven gifts of the
Holy Spirit: prophecy, ministry,
teaching, exhortation, giving, leading,
and compassion. As swans are one of

the most beautiful and graceful
creatures on earth, they would seem
to be a perfect symbol for the spiritual
gifts.
8TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Eight Maids aa-Milking: As Christ came to save even
the lowest of the low, this gift
represents the ones who would
receive his word and accept his grace.
Being a milkmaid was about the worst
job one could have in England during
this period; this code conveyed that
Jesus cared as much about servants as
he did those of royal blood. The eight
who were blessed included the poor
in spirit, those who mourn, the meek,
those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, the merciful, the pure in
heart, the peacemakers, and those
who are persecuted for righteousness‘
sake.
9TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Nine Ladies
Dancing were really the gifts known as
the fruit of the Spirit. The fruits are
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control.
10TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Ten Lords aa-leaping. As lords were judges and in
charge of the law, this was a code for
the Ten Commandments
11TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Eleven Pipers
Piping. Most think of the disciples in
terms of the dozen. But when Judas
betrayed Jesus and committed suicide,
there were only eleven men who
carried out the gospel message.
12TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS - Twelve
Drummers Drumming is the final gift
tied directly to the Catholic Church.
The drummers are the 12 points of
doctrine in the Apostles‘ Creed.

https://www.christianity.com

CONVERSATIONS ACROSS THE GLOBE

Ruth Ward
Ward--Cox, ex
ex--parishioner of
St Oswald‘s, now living in Scotland
with Andrew and their children, is
the secretary of Strathaven Trinity
Church of Scotland. Fr Ernest wrote
a Christmas letter for their parish
magazine, and Rev Shaw has written
to us in return! It is wonderful to
have these links across the world, no
matter how far away.
SOME THOUGHTS FOR OUR
BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST
IN SCOTLAND FROM SOUTH AFRICA.

We, the citizens of the world are facing
the real possibility of celebrating
Christmas differently under some form
of lockdown as a result of the Corona
Virus. Many will not be able to attend
Christmas services in church.

under stringent conditions. Masks to be
worn, social distances adhered to,
temperatures
to
be
recorded,
questionnaires to be completed, and no
singing!! Those with comorbidities are
advised not to attend.

near the week before Advent, which
used to be known as stir up Sunday.

Whilst the shadow of the Covid Virus
hangs over our heads and our Christmas
may not be the same this year, we as
Christians can look forward in hope,
We all celebrate Christmas in different because we know that this life on earth
ways; many in South Africa have a Braai is a preparation for our lives in eternity.
(barbecue) or sit down to a meal of cold
We are fast approaching the season of
meats and salads. My family follows
Advent which begins on the 29th of
what we call the ―British tradition‖. It is
November. In Advent we are reminded
my job is to cook the turkey in the
of Christ‘s birth in Bethlehem which we
Weber, for the family gathering when
celebrate on Christmas day, and very
we all sit down together in the heat of
importantly we are reminded to look
mid-summer to enjoy a meal of roast
forward to Christ‘s second coming,
turkey, roast lamb and roast gammon,
when all troubles of this world will
the traditional stuffing and vegetables,
cease. We are called to look beyond, the
and last but not least the Christmas
commercial activities and Christmas
pudding, and custard which is preceded
revelry to the Saviour‘s promised return.
with the traditional pouring of a liberal
amount of brandy over the pudding and May you all have a
Christmas
setting it alight. I do not know why, but blessed
it has been a family tradition for and may 2021 bring
generations; our ancestors came from good health and
England, Scotland and Holland. My peace
daughters and granddaughter come to Love and blessings
our home to make the Christmas to you all.

I think that we have all had to take a
wake- up call as a result of lockdown.
We in South Africa had quite stringent
measures to endure. Most were cut off
from seeing and interacting with family
members for a couple of months.
Churches were closed and are now open pudding together with my wife, usually
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Rev Ernest Ward-Cox in Cape Town

CONVERSATIONS ACROSS THE GLOBE

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
TO OUR BROTHERS AND
SISTERS IN CAPE TOWN
Over this past year we have changed
how we live, work and play. We are
using a new vocabulary as we deal
with the macroscopic effects of a
microscopic virus. None of us can
fully comprehend the magnitude of
emotions which have come to the
fore. Illness, bereavement, anxiety,
job security, financial concerns far
outweigh the inconvenience of
wearing face masks, staying two
metres apart and continually applying
hand gel to ensure our hands are
virus free.
This year we have to celebrate
Christmas and bring in the New Year
differently. It won‘t be the same on
Nativity Sunday when folks would
try to get to church early to secure a
seat, in anticipation of the young
people re-telling the old, old story of

the birth of Jesus in their own unique
way. Booking a seat just to be in
church is the norm for now, and
when the music being played is one
of the
favourite toe-tapping hymns or carols
we need to remain silent as singing is
not permitted.
However, please don‘t get caught up
with a sense of Christmas being
ruined or wasted. It will be different,
but the message is still the same. This
very day your Saviour was born,
Christ the Lord.
Remember back eight months when
Holy Week and Easter were
cancelled… but they weren‘t! Our
services in Scotland were cancelled
but Jesus (the same Jesus who‘s birth
we are about to celebrate) still made
that journey to the cross, and he still
rose again. The way we celebrate our
religious festivals has had to change
but their significance and meaning is
no less. Indeed, during a pandemic,
they
take
on
even
greater
significance. We may have to do
things differently, but we still rejoice
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in the birth of Jesus in a stable in
Bethlehem… For God so loved the
world that He sent His only Son.
The Revd Ernest Ward-Cox was kind
enough to send Christmas wishes to
Strathaven (Scotland). In his letter he
noted some other differences – you
look forward to a barbecue, cold
meats and salads. We will be trying
to stay warm and dry (perhaps with
snow), with roast turkey, stuffing,
Christmas pudding etc being the meal
of choice for many. No matter the
differences, whether these be of
culture, tradition or forced upon us
by a pandemic, we are united in
Christ.
I wish you a wonderful and
meaningful Christmas. My prayer is
that your faith in the Good News of
Jesus Christ will sustain you
throughout the festive period and
beyond.
Please stay safe and keep well.

The Rev. Dr. Shaw J Paterson

ST OSWALD‘S SPIRITUAL FORMATION PROGRAMME

THOUGHTS FROM MAXINE, A PARTICIPANT ON THE JOURNEY

I HAD JUST JOINED THE READERS‘ GUILD and, at
our first meeting of 2020, I was very
interested when Fr Selwyn announced a
Spiritual Formation Journey/Leadership
programme for the year. This was in
January, before the COVID19 pandemic
disrupted the rest of 2020. The course had
been meticulously planned and the dates
were given to us, but even the best laid
plans can go awry. What impressed me was
the way in which the dedicated team run by
Caroline and Thembeka managed to hold it
all together under the most difficult
circumstances.
Due to the pandemic, we could meet only
once before the big lockdown, and then we
met again in November when restrictions
had been eased (although there were careful
protocols in place). Fortunately, that first
session laid the foundation for other sessions
and although our memories sometimes
needed refreshing, it was remarkable to see
how Thembeka and Caroline adapted the
second session to remind us of the thread
that runs through the course.
The course encourages our spiritual growth
as leaders and followers in the church family,
so during the first session we shared (in
words or pictures) our personal faith
journeys at various stages of our lives – quite
long stories in the case of our ‗older‘
members! We then looked at our individual
spiritual gifts by means of a Spiritual Gift
Rating Assessment. ―Do not overthink this –
in general, you first response is the best‖, we
were cautioned. And so it was. On a lighter
note, we were pleased to see that
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Fr Selwyn‘s strongest gifts are Pastor/
Shepherd and Teaching, although his others
are also appropriate!
During the long months of lockdown, we
often wondered what would happen to the
course, and hoped that it would be able to
continue when conditions improved. Finally,
in November, Session 2 could eventually
take place, although the organisers had to
adapt it in order to observe stringent
protocol rules. It was remarkable how
Thembeka, Caroline and Fr Selwyn coped
under these difficult circumstances, managing
to link the session to the previous one held
so many months previously. We could see
that hours of careful preparation had gone
into the planning. Once again, we were
asked to look back over our lives and this
time document our experiences as leaders
and followers, firstly outside and then within
the church. The importance of the servantleader was then stressed, with Christ as the
prime example. Throughout the activities
and discussions there was lively sharing and
debate in a friendly supportive environment.
Finally, the session concluded with a moving
Servant-Leader Covenant recited by all
present.
We are looking forward to future sessions
despite the challenges of the present difficult
circumstances. Heartfelt thanks to
Thembeka, Caroline, Fr Selwyn and all who
had a hand in the organisation of this
worthwhile course. May God bless you this
festive season – and in the planning of future
sessions.
Maxine Ward-Cox

CONFIRMATION 2020
AT CONFIRMATION the individual makes the response of faith, an act of commitment to Christ, by making
or renewing the baptismal promises. This takes place in the presence of the Bishop who represents the whole
Church and who is the sign of apostolic authority, as well as being the focus of unity in the diocese. The Bishop
then lays hands on the candidate‘s head and, along with the people, prays that he/she will receive the
strengthening gift of the Holy Spirit. By receiving this gift the candidate is commissioned
and empowered to fulfill his/her vocation as a Christian within the fellowship of the
Church.

CONFIRMANDS OF 2020

Shantell

Jadyn-Leigh

Jordan

Logan

Chelsea

The Confirmation of the
candidates from St Oswald‘s
and the St Francis took place
this year on 18 November , in
a special Wednesday evening
Eucharist service.
They were confirmed by our
Bishop of the Diocese Saldanha
Bay - † Raphael Hess.
Despite being constrained by
the limitations imposed by
Covid-19 protocols, the service
went ahead successfully and
was also streamed online for
the first time.
Congratulations to all our
candidates and their families
on this wonderful occasion.
Thank you to all the teachers
and organisers for their
dedication in ensuring that
Confirmation went ahead this
year.
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Jordan

Kayleigh

Corbin

Conor

PSALM 23 AT ST OSWALD‘S
H OW

OFTEN

HAVE

WE

PASSED

THIS

BEAUTIFUL

HANDWORK IN THE CHURCH WITHOUT REALLY KNOWING
ANYTHING ABOUT IT ?

P SALM 23 IS A P SALM OF D AVID ; WRITTEN ABOUT 1000
BC. I T IS A P SALM OF CONFIDENCE AND TRUST IN G OD ‘ S
PROTECTION . I T SPEAKS OF BOTH GOOD TIMES AND BAD ,
AND EXPRESSES HOPE FOR THE FUTURE . G OD WILL ALWAYS
BE WITH US . T HE ENDURING QUALITY OF THIS P SALM
EXISTS PERHAPS , BECAUSE IT IS ABOUT THE PEOPLE OF G OD
AND OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH H IM . I T IS VERY FITTING
THEN , THAT IT SHOULD HANG IN OUR CHURCH .
PARISHIONER, MARIANNE MURRAY,
found this beautiful piece of
crochetwork amongst her
mother‘s things when she passed
away. Marianne remember asking
her mother once where it came
from, and she told her it had been
a gift to her from a little old lady,
who had made it herself and who
had lived in Malmesbury. It was
probably a christening gift. It was
actually meant to be a bedspread
and Marianne estimates it is over
100 years old, as her mother was
born in 1909.
Marianne actually donated it to
St. Oswalds for the altar in
memory of her parents; but the
Rector at the time, Fr Henry
Frieslaar, preferred it to rather be
framed. Alan Merrit, a member of
the choir, ran an Art / Framing
shop in Milnerton, and framed it
at no cost. Unfortunately it really
should have had a glass cover to
preserve it, and it does need
cleaning.
Perhaps some kind
parishioner would be able to
help? Please contact the office
on 021 551 8529.
This lovely work hangs in the bell
tower entrance of St Oswald‘s and
welcomes all into our church.
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CAMINO DE SANTIAGO
The Camino de Santiago, known in English as the Way of
St. James, is a network of pilgrims' ways or pilgrimages
leading to the shrine of the apostle Saint James the Great
in the cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia in
north-western Spain. Tradition has it that the remains of
the saint is buried there. Many follow its routes as a form







of spiritual path or retreat for
their spiritual growth. It is also
popular with hiking and cycling
enthusiasts and organized tour
groups.
https://en.wikipedia.org

THE CONFRATERNITY OF ST JAMES UK EXISTS TO PROVIDE A COMMUNITY
FOR CAMINO PILGRIMS IN THE UK, AND SPECIFICALLY TO:
advance the education of the public on the pilgrim routes to Santiago de Compostela
promote the Camino and pilgrimage, including related history, art, architecture and music
provide information, advice and guidance to all Camino pilgrims, no matter their reason for
going, both before and after their pilgrimage
maintain our pilgrim hostels
promote research and educational programmes about pilgrimage, St James, medieval Spain and
related topics work to establish links between the Camino and the UK, including establishing
local pilgrim routes.
https://www.csj.org.uk/our-mission

NEW PATRON OF THE UK CAMINO CONFRATERNITY

ALL

know that I am

on 16 January 2021. This year

passionate about undertaking a pilgrimage on

the lectures will be hosted on

the Camino to Santiago de Compostela in

Microsoft Teams which will be

North West Spain. I have now walked 12

very different. This lecture will

Camino‘s on various paths, and through these walks, which

cover the history of the Camino

all began in 2005 – I am involved in the local Confraternity

de

of St James of South Africa which assists pilgrims from South

various

Africa to undertake the pilgrimage. For the past few years I

ceremonies associated with it.

have been the chairman of this society.

The spiritual aspects of the walk

A great honour has been bestowed upon me this year, as I

will be discussed, as will the

have been approached to become a patron of the

available

Confraternity of St James of the United Kingdom. https://

both

www.csj.org.uk/

preparation will be supplied.

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to be able to accept this

Participants will find out more

position. I intend to put every effort into offering a

about

supporting role to the great work this experienced UK team

Compostela the city, about life

have already committed to, in promoting the pilgrimage to

on the Way, and the experience

Santiago since 1983. I anticipate this will lead to greater

of

collaboration between our two societies. I am not to sure of

accommodation

all my duties as yet but will learn along the way. I am truly

a

humbled by this request.

Finally, the lecture will cover

During the course of 2020 I was approached by the UCT

some of the life lessons to be

Summer School to give a lecture on the Camino de Santiago

learned on the pilgrimage.

WHO KNOW ME WELL,
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BIRTHDAYS, BAPTISMS AND AN ACHIEVEMENT AT ST OSWALD‘S
Best wishes and
congratulations to
CORINNE
STEPHENSON.
on reaching her
CONGRATS and

90th birthday! We
hope you had a

Wishing ALARA ARRIES

many blessings to

wonderful day

a blessed and happy

proud parents

1st Birthday!

celebrating!

ST
LOVE

L
OSWA
A

D‘S

FABIAN & COLLEEN

Congratulations to

CANTERBURY

Dale and Marilyn!

arrival of little FINLEY
COLIN! We look

S
SING

forward to meeting

LES
ND B

OU
TO Y

on the

him soon!

ALL
Congratulations and

NS!
O
I
T
TULA
A
R
G
CON

blessings to the van
Rheede famiy on the
Baptism of little
AUGUST PETER on 01
November.

WE WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE
JOEL ENGELBRECHT ON HIS WONDERFUL
ACHIEVEMENT.
HE ATTENDS THE DE VILLIERS GRAAF HIGH
SCHOOL IN
VILLIERSDORP,
AND HAS BEEN
CHOSEN AS
HEADBOY FOR
2021!
FR SELWYN AND
BEVERLY ALSO
DESERVE OUR
CONGRATULATIONS
AND BEST WISHES - THEY
SHOULD BE VERY PROUD.
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FR SELWYN ALSO CELEBRATED
HIS BIRTHDAY AT THE END OF
OCTOBER. THE OFFICE STAFF
WENT ON AN EXPEDITION UP
TABLE MOUNTAIN IN THE
CABLE CAR TO HELP HIM
ENJOY THE DAY AND RELAX!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR
RECTOR!

THE JERUSALEMA AT ST OSWALD‘S !

An unprecedented event at St Oswald‘s recently!
On heritage day this year Fr Selwyn and our lay ministers took on the challenge of dancing the
Jerusalema - the dance spreading across the world at the moment!
They all did us so proud - it was shared far and wide on Facebook, with comments and support
streaming in from friends and parishioners!
St Oswald's also challenged all Clergy and lay ministers in the Diocese of Saldanha Bay
to do the same and continue the Jerusalema Celebrations for Heritage Day.
Well done - St Oswald‘s is the best!
https://web.facebook.com/groups/112076346297/permalink/10157929056081298
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AROUND AND ABOUT ST OSWALD‘S
As always, St Oswald‘s acknowledged this period
of nation-wide standing together against Gender
-based Violence, in all our services during this
time.

25 November - 10 December 2020

BLESSING

This beautiful Blessing was said at the close of
the services. Let us remember it‘s message
throughout the year.

God bless you
with insight to recognise violence in all its forms,
and courage to name it, speaking out for justice. Amen.
The Lord Jesus bless you with compassion for the vulnerable,
and grace to stand with them, sharing his strength. Amen.
The Holy Spirit bless you with a prayerful heart,

GREEN ST OSWALD‘S
St Oswald‘s recognises the need to recycle and be as green as possible. However, while
our recycling facilities are limited, we nevertheless would like to encourage the
recycling of paper, plastic bottle tops and glass bottles.
A very dedicated couple of parishioners, Michael and Joy Miles, have undertaken to
collect any recycling the church may have. They use the proceeds of this recycled
material to support a number of squatter camps in the area, providing much needed
relief of food and essentials for the residents.
Thank you to you both for all your efforts!

The altar at
St Francis
Chapel in
Brooklyn
stands in
readiness for
the Eucharist.

ADVENT AT
ST FRANCIS CHAPEL

Fr Thozamile
Shweni
celebrating
the Advent
Eucharists.
Parishioners
assist with
the Lighting
of the
Advent
Candles
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Michael and Joy loading up their bakkie with
recycling material at the St Oswald‘s offices.

PLEASE NOTE THAT FR SELWYN
WILL BE AWAY ON LEAVE
FROM 29 DEC - 31 JANUARY.
THE OFFICE WILL REMAIN
CLOSED FROM 24 DECEMBER
UNTIL 26 JANUARY 2021
IN ANY EMERGENCY, PLEASE
CONTACT THE WARDENS

ST OSWALD’S CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2020
Thursday 24 December
18h00

CHRISTMAS EVE
Festival Eucharist of the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ
Lighting of the Christmas Candle, Blessing of the Crib,
Blessing of the Christmas Tree
Rev Selwyn Engelbrecht & Clergy

CHRISTMAS DAY

Friday 25 December
06h30
10h00

Holy Eucharist

Sunday 27 December
08h00

First Sunday after Christmas
Eucharist

Sunday 03 January
08h00

Second Sunday after Christmas (The Epiphany of our Lord)
Eucharist

Sunday 10 January
08h00

First Sunday after the Epiphany (The Baptism of Christ)
Eucharist

Sunday 17 January
08h00

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Eucharist

Sunday 24 January
08h00

Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Eucharist

Sunday 31 January

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Rev Selwyn Englebrecht
Rev Tembeka Mpako-Ntusi

Rev Selwyn Engelbrecht

The 09h30 Wednesday Morning Masses ended for the year on 09/12/2020
and will resume again on 20/01/2021

Fr Selwyn Engelbrecht, the Clergy,
the Church wardens and the Parish Council
would like to wish you and your loved ones

a Blessed & Peaceful Christmas
&

a Happy & Prosperous New Year.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR, ST OSWALD‘S...

ST OSWALD‘S CALENDAR
JANUARY
-- ALL SUNDAY SERVICES - 08h00
-- All other dates to be confirmed
FEBRUARY
--- All other dates to be confirmed
MARCH
---

All other dates to be confirmed
____________

WISHING ALL OUR PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS
A BLESSED & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.

MAY GOD ANSWER ALL YOUR PRAYERS AND BLESS YOU
WITH GOOD HEALTH, HAPPINESS & PROSPERITY.

CONTRIBUTORS:
Rev Selwyn Engelbrecht, Rev Ernest WardCox, Rev Dr Shaw J Paterson, Maxine
Ward-Cox,

Marianne

Murray,

Andree

Lombard

Edited by Deirdre Marshall
info@stoswalds.org za

ST OSWALD‘S CHURCH
34 Park Avenue
Milnerton
READ OUR NEWS ONLINE—https://www.stoswalds.org.za/people-of-the-parish/

Phone: 021 551 8529
E-mail: info@stoswalds.org.za
www.stoswalds.org.za

CLERGY
RECTOR: REVD SELWYN ENGELBRECHT

ASSISTANT PRIESTS: Revd Ernest Ward-Cox
Revd Thozamile Shweni
Revd Tembeka Mpako-

www.facebook.com/
St Oswald‘s Anglican Church

Ntusi
Church Wardens:
Alternate Warden:

Andrée Lombard / Nadine Schell
Loretta Welcomets

BANK DETAILS

ALL SERVICES ARE TO BE PRECEDED BY ESSENTIAL PERSONAL
HEALTH SAFETY PROCEDURES AS REQUIRED BY LAW
ST OSWALD‘S CHURCH
Holy Communion

ST FRANCIS CHAPELRY
Holy Communion

Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday

09h00
09h30
19h00

Sunday
Wednesday

09h00
19h00

Standard Bank
Cheque A/C

073084735

Reference for EFT‘s:
Pledge number / Donation

