
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IT IS MY HOPE THAT you will find the third 

edition 2022 of our online parish magazine an 

interesting and enjoyable read.  

It is true that the parish church of St Oswaldõs, 

with the chapelries of St Francis and St Lukeõs, 

remains a special place for all who serve and 

worship here.  Reading about the experiences of 

clergy and people who served and worship here 

at St Oswaldõs, I can immediately resonate with 

them.   

I still think back with fondness, on my way to a 

theological conference in Grahamstown, of how 

Bishop Raphael approached me to consider 

becoming the new rector of St Oswaldõs, 

Milnerton.  I must say it was something that I 

did not expect, nor did I know that the current 

rector then, was leaving.  It was also a period 

when I felt that my time at the previous parish 

had come to a close. After prayerful 

consideration and conversation with my family, 

we agreed to say yes and open ourselves to a 

new experience.  I suppose what made it a little 

easier to say yes, was the knowledge that the 

God who calls, will also equip.  An interview 

was set in motion through the diocesan 

structures, to meet the parish and chapelry 

leadership.  I must say, it was an easy one,  

 

although there was not much of an interview in 

my understanding.  When asking the leadership 

after some time, why they did not engage much 

in conversation with me during the interview? I 

was told they had already made up their minds 

that I should be the new rector.   

And so, it happened on Sunday 6
th
 July 2015 at 

17h00, I was instituted as the new rector of St 

Oswaldõs.  We were warmly welcomed into the 

parish, and the rest is history, a beautiful, caring 

and ongoing loving story. I am sure God still 

has much more in store for us as we journey 

together.  

I also recall that the only major worry at the 

time for Beverley and I, was the schooling of 

the boys.  When we physically moved to 

Milnerton, we decided that their schooling 

should not be disrupted and that they should 

remain at their current schools in the northern 

suburbs.          

As I continue to think of my experience now, I 

do recognize, that once you have become part 

of the parish family, you will always be part of 

it. As the current rector of St Oswaldõs, who is 

blessed with committed and faithful colleagues 

serving in the parish and chapelries, with loving 

and caring parishioners, I am privileged to have 

more than I can ask for.  I am sure that there 

will be an opportunity afforded to me at 

another time to share my experiences amongst 

you.   

As I walk alongside you as your rector, at this 

point in time, I wish to continue to enhance and 

build on the mission and ministry that we are 

already carrying out so well.  We need to 

remind ourselves constantly that we are all in 

this together.   

 

Continue to find joy in reading through 

CONVERSATIONS, and give thanks to God for 

one another.  

Love Selwyn 
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FROM THE FORMER RECTORé. 2010 - 2015 

DEAR FRIENDS OF THE PARISH OF ST OSWALD'S, 

 

Thank you for allowing me to share my 

experience as your previous rector, but                 

before I do that, let me give you an 

update on where I am currently.  

In December 2019, my family and I left 

South Africa for Melbourne, Australia,                

as I took up the position of Priest in 

Charge in the Parish of St Augustine's, 

Shepparton in the state of Victoria. Ministry has been very different here  but very 

fulfilling as I continue to join God in what He is already doing in this part of his 

vineyard.                                                                                              

I care for one parish with four centres (chapelries as you know them).                                  

I have two assistant priests, one in his early thirties and another in her seventies.  

The parishes are comparatively small, with roughly 60 people in the main parish 

and 3 to 15 in the others. If you want to know more about the parish, please do feel 

free to visit the website of St Augustine's Anglican Church Shepparton. 

The truth is that the life and ministry of a priest are not always about                                            

what one is able to give through ministry, but a large part is                                                    

what one is able to receive from the people you minister to. I do not doubt                

that people like you have shaped my ministry, and for that, I am eternally grateful.  

   ST OSWALDõS PARISH  

AND HER PRIESTS  

MY FIRST YEAR WITH  YOU, 2010, started off as 

warm and very welcoming. The next five years 

were no different; they were built on love, 

care and generosity. There were many 

moments when we, as a family, received your 

compassion, but two that stand out were 

when Amanda's mother, Brenda and our dear 

Mauritian friend Julie Laverdure passed away. 

The parish leadership, Andrée, Dale and 

Carlene, as well as the Parish council and 

yourselves, held us together and supported us 

in every way. We will always be eternally 

grateful for it.   

 

Parish life was great; we had wonderful 

fundraisers, beautiful liturgical rhythms, and 

nothing was better than tea and fellowship 

after church - not forgetting those who 

frequented the Rectory! One of the funny 

moments in my ministry at St Oswald's was 

when a man walking with crutches joined us 

for tea after the service. He did not attend 

the church service but wanted to speak to the 

minister because he needed financial help due 

to his disability. Well, I sat down with him to 

talk; he struggled to sit but eventually did, 

and then he put down his crutches. We 

chatted, and mid-conversation, I invited him 

over to the Rectory. I got up quickly and 

hurried him on to follow me, and in that 

moment of haste, he forgot he had a 

"disability", and with ease and without 

hesitation, he walked without his crutches. 

The look on his face when he realised he did 

not have his crutches was unforgettable! 

 

It was a joy seeing the parish church of St 

Lukeõs being built and the pleasure of great 

possibilities. I fondly remember doing four 

Church services on a Sunday, beginning with 

two Services at St Oswald's, then off to St 

Francis, then to St Luke's. St Lukeõs had an 

average of ten people attending, but they 

sang as if they had a full congregation, both 

the hymns and liturgy. The vernacular 

language and the dancing were great for my 

soul. The tea afterwards was great fun. I left 

home at 06:45 in the morning and returned 

at 1 pm. By this time, Amanda and the boys 

understood the drill (don't speak to daddy, 

he is too tired to talk). The truth is that 

feeling tired after two services at St Oswald's, 

the parishioners of St Francis gave me the 

boost to continue. With Mr Moses, we sang 

beautiful choruses, and the love and energy in 

the church were spirit filled. Here too, the tea 

and fellowship after church were special. 

The funny thing was that I was the only 

priest in Saldanha Bay Diocese that had to 

minister on an island. Woodbridge Island.  

 

Sad moments for me were having to bury a 

few people I had come to know and love. I 

will forever be grateful that I was able to say 

my final goodbyes to my dear friends Liz 

Ward-Cox and Gerard Welcomets. Liz was 

my pasta lady; she always gave me lessons in 

cooking great pasta. Gerard was a true 

gentleman with a great taste in music. I was 

saddened to hear of the deaths of 

Archbishop Desmond and Wesley Cupido. 

Wesley was a great young man, a priest in 

the making, and Archbishop Desmond, a 

saint. May they rest well with God forever.  

 

It warms my heart to know that you have a 

good and loving priest in Selwyn. Thanks 

also to Deirdre in the office for managing 

my diary during my tenure and thanks to all 

the people that supported my ministry.  

 

Friends, may you and I fall daily in love with 

Jesus, becoming less of ourselves and more 

of God. May we melt into the heart and 

love of Christ as we live out our humanity.  

 

Amanda, Caleb and Connor send their 

warmest love and regards.            God bless.  

OUR PARISH HAS HAD THE PRIVILEGE 

OF BEING SERVED BY MANY  

WONDERFUL PRIESTS OVER THE YEARS.  

Here, in this issue, some of them, 

both current and from previous 

years, recount their time with us. 

REVD CANON  

    JEROME FRANCIS 

  
 (Provincial Canon of ACSA)   



FROM ANOTHER FORMER RECTORé. 1999 - 2009  

 
 

TWENTY THREE YEARS AGO I WAS INSTITUTED AS 

THE RECTOR OF ST OSWALDõS.  The first person 

of colour to be appointed in the history of St 

Oswaldõs until then.  It may not seem so 

now, but way back then it was a big deal!  

My predecessor at St Oswaldõs, Fr Henry 

Frieslaar was the Archdeacon of Maitland.  

When he moved from the parish, the 

Churchwardens were adamant that they did 

not want an archdeacon for a rector again.   

Not because they didnõt get on with him. 

Quite the contrary.  They loved him.  He 

was a good parish priest who did much for 

the parish; not least the extension of the 

church building.  The problem was, that as 

archdeacon, he also had to exercise oversight 

over a large archdeaconry of nine parishes 

and four chapelries, stretching from 

Pinelands to Atlantis.  It kept him far too 

busy with extra-parochial ministry.  So, 

pleaded the church wardens, not another 

archdeacon as our rector! 

I received a call from my bishop to say that 

he intended to nominate me as rector of St 

Oswaldõs.  My response to the bishop was 

that he was going to waste his time.  I told 

him that I was not going to accompany him 

to meet with the Churchwardens and parish 

council. 

W h a t  w a s  m y  p r o b l e m ?                                    

I was the newly licensed Archdeacon of 

Maitland, and was privy to the 

Churchwardensõ sentiments about a future 

rector.  The bishop went ahead and 

nominated me in my absence anyway.   It 

came as a pleasant surprise when I received 

a phone call congratulating me, as rector 

designate from the bishop later that 

evening.  As it turned out, we as a family, 

Valencia, Lisa and Robin, became part of a 

wonderful wider family of all the people of 

God at St Oswaldõs.  We shared a 

remarkable adventure of faith and spent a 

significant part of our lives with the 

congregation, for nearly ten years. 

St Oswaldõs had its fair share of pastoral 

and ministry challenges to face, as well as 

various projects to improve the fabric of 

the church plant.  The parish nevertheless 

did not enjoy the luxury of becoming 

totally parochially focused.  The rector/

archdeacon would always remind the 

congregation of the needs within the arch-

deaconry.  To the delight of the 

archdeacon,       St Oswaldõs would often 

play a leading role in addressing some of 

those needs.  Two needs in particular, are 

worth recalling.  The Xhosa- speaking 

congregation of St Lawrence, Dunoon, 

had no church building and worshipped in 

a container.  St Oswaldõs played a 

significant role in assisting St Chadõs, 

Tableview to acquire a plot and build a 

church.  Today St Lawrence, Dunoon have 

their own beautiful church building.  

Similarly, the Xhosa-speaking congregation 

of St Lukeõs, Joe Slovo Park were 

worshipping in a container.  Being in close 

proximity to St Oswaldõs many options 

were considered to enable St Lukeõs 

congregation to use St Oswaldõs church 

building for their services.  But it soon 

became evident after much thought and 

prayer that the Holy Spirit was leading us 

to buy a plot and build a church.  Thanks 

to St Oswaldõs who contributed in no 

small measure, St Lukeõs, Joe Slovo also 

have their own beautiful church building.  

Before my time, St Francis in Brooklyn held 

services in a house in Kings Road.  St Oswaldõs 

bought the current church building from the  

 

Roman Catholics.  Some small renovations 

were done during my time as well as 

purchasing the property next door.  Bishop 

Robert Grayõs missionary strategy for the 

Anglican Church was to òplant clergy, build 

churches and grow the church.ó   

Church members who were part of the 

missionary strategy to build churches and 

grow the church would attest to the joy and 

excitement of seeing the Lord at work in these 

wonderful endeavours. 

 

One Friday evening in May 2009, the youth 

leadership asked me to let them into the 

church hall.  One of them said: òFr Keith, I 

hope we are going to get a good Rector in 

your place who will support us. We are really 

enjoying what  we are doing for the youth.ó  

It was warm remark affirming my ministry at 

Oswaldõs, which was coming to an end.  The 

young people, the youth group, adopted a 

new name òRIOTó (an acronym for righteous 

in our time).  It was an innovative idea!  The 

young people wanted to be known and seen 

as righteous now, living righteously amongst 

their peers now (in their time).  Right living 

following the example of Jesus and also 

wanting that righteousness or social justice to 

be a part of society, in their time!  They were 

a fine group of young people, filled with 

enthusiasm, commitment and passion.  My 

time as parish priest at St Oswaldõs passed too 

quickly.  During an interview at my new 

parish I was asked what gifts I had for youth 

ministry.   The need for outreach to young 

people in the parish was a huge challenge 

there.  Confidently I responded by saying go 

and see what the vibrant young people at St 

Oswaldõs are doing!   

Now that I 

have retired 

itõs 

wonderful to 

see many of 

them still 

involved in 

the church.  

 

Keith De Vos 

�ï 

CANON  KEITH DE VOS  

Revd Canon Keith de Vos                    

is now enjoying his retirement.  


